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The Kala Raksha Trust was established in Kutch, Gujarat in 1993 to preserve and protect the traditional arts, through 


artisan cooperatives.  Education and Art are two of its top 


priorities.  Following the devastating earthquake in Kutch in 2001 Kala Raksha helped with the rehabilitation of many of its artisans, and subsequently has been able to purchase


 8 acres of land for the construction of the Vidyalaya Design School for Artisans.  The building project is currently under way, and the school will become  largely self-supporting, 


 using solar and wind-generated energy, and cultivating food crops.  Artisans undergo training in the design, manufacture, pricing and marketing of their own work and there are also classes in literacy, healthcare and environmental awareness.  The emphasis is on the revival and use of traditional crafts and techniques, to manufacture high quality and beautiful hand-made contemporary products which are then fairly traded, to provide a living wage for the artisans.  This is especially 


important for the women, who through their work and wages, are able to improve standards of living for themselves and their families. Your donation via the Kernel Trust, to Kala Raksha, will help to pay for a teacher in the Design School.


  (www.kala-raksha.org)


 The Kernel Trust is a small UK based charity whose aim is to support self-help projects such as Kala Raksha, in India and other developing countries.


 For  information about the Kernel Trust, contact Lesley Robin


 Email: cottonseed@dial.pipex.com. 


 Telephone: 01865 316037


Charity Registration Number:  1086336

















